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MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 
OF METRO ST. LOUIS 

October 25 Meeting at  

Florissant Municipal Court and Police Annex Facility 

The next membership meeting will be held on Thursday, October 25 at the new        

Florissant Municipal Court and Police Annex facility, 4575 Washington Avenue just 

north of I-270 (MAP).   Refreshments will be begin at 6:30 pm with the meeting 

getting underway at 7:15 pm. 

Prior to the membership meeting you will have the opportunity to meet Taylor  

Duncan.  Taylor is only five 5-years old, an yet she has 

made the national news because she has set a goal to 

meet and have ice cream with every mayor in the state of 

Missouri.  Taylor, who is home schooled, began this mis-

sion because she wanted to learn more about Missouri.  

With her family’s support, Taylor’s project started in Au-

gust and through the end of September, she has met 

with over 100 mayors, including dozens at the MML Con-

ference in Branson.  Taylor lives in Waynesville and will 

travel to St. Louis to attend the League meeting.     

Program:  The speaker will be Judge Douglas Beach, retired presiding judge for the 

21st Circuit Court.  In 2016 the Missouri Supreme Court mandated new rules for 

municipal courts throughout the state and ordered the presiding judge of each cir-

cuit court to oversee the implementation of the new rules.  Judge Beach recently 

retired from the bench, but was hired by the Supreme Court to oversee and moni-

tor the court reforms in St. Louis County Municipal Courts.      

Topics will include: 

 Legal Status of Municipal Divisions          

 Responsibility and Authority of Judges 

 Fines, Fees, and Bail Determination 

 Management of Staff by the Court 

 Minimum Operating Standards 

 Courthouse Facilities and Security 

 Police, Prosecutor, Court Interaction 

 

 

Taylor having ice cream 

with Governor Parson 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/4575+Washington+St,+Florissant,+MO+63033/@38.77494,-90.3113867,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87df36327713176d:0xffd69257e20ee497!8m2!3d38.7749358!4d-90.309198
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America’s Center Expansion 
 

     St. Louis City and County announced a $175 million 

plan to expand America’s Center downtown.  The    

renovations are necessary to compete for big conven-

tions and the thousands of people they bring to the St. 

Louis area’s hotel rooms and restaurants. 

     The project will add 92,000 square feet of exhibit 

space along Cole Street and a 65,000-square-foot ball-

room along Ninth Street as well as a new pavilion and 

green space on what is now a surface parking lot. 

St. Louis City and County’s 1.3 million residents won’t 

be asked to shoulder any new taxes for the downtown 

convention center’s expansion, said Kitty Ratcliffe, 

president of the CVC, which operates the facility. 

     Last November the League membership voted to 
adopt the St. Louis Area Police Chiefs Association 
(SLACMA), best practices for law enforcement. As a 
result of this vote, all League members’ police     
departments are required to begin a process of   
certification through either the Missouri Police Chiefs 
Associate or Commission on Accreditation for Law    
Enforcement Agencies (CALEA), before January 1, 
2019, with the goal of completion by January 1, 
2022.  
     Currently there are 52 municipal police depart-
ments in St. Louis County, of which 49 are already 
certified or are in the process. Only 3 departments 
have indicated they will not pursue certification. 

 

The Municipal Park Grant Commission will be meeting on October 12 
with the intention of awarding Round 19 grants.  25 applications were 
reviewed and scored by the municipal park professionals on the Advisory 
Board and their recommendations have been forwarded to the        
Commission for final action. Because some previous projects have come 
in under budget, it appears that the Commission will be able to award 
about $7.1 million in grants rather than the $6.6 million that was budg-
eted.  Successful applicants will be notified in late October and contracts 

will be drafted and should be forwarded to the cities in November. 

Park Commission Grant Update 

Police Department Certification 

Congratulations New MML Board Members 
 

Chuck Caverly, Immediate Past President of the Municipal League of Metro St. Louis 

and Councilman for the City Maryland Heights and Michele DeShay, Mayor of the City 

of Moline Acres, were elected to the Missouri Municipal League Board of Directors dur-

ing the MML annual conference in Branson this September. 

Others serving on the MML Executive Board from St. Louis County are: 

 -   Matt Robinson, Mayor of Hazelwood, MML Immediate Past President 

 -   Berry Glantz, Mayor of Creve Coeur 

 -   Norm McCourt, Mayor of Black Jack and Current County League President 

 -   Cindy Pool, Councilwoman City of Ellisville 

 -   Gerry Welch, Mayor City of Webster Groves 
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Statewide Prepaid Wireless Emergency Telephone Services 
Charge Will Go Into Effect January 2019, Unless Cities Opt Out  

Section 190.460 RSMo, passed by the legislature this past year, imposes a statewide service 
charge of 3% on all prepaid wireless phones and retail purchases. The revenue raised from this 
prepaid wireless emergency telephone service charge will be deposited in the Department of  
Revenue’s general fund and the Missouri 911 Service Trust Fund. The Missouri 911 Service Board 
will then set rates at which to remit the funds from this account back to the counties and affected 
cities. The statute specifies the rates to be remitted to counties and the City of St. Louis. How-
ever, the statute does not clarify what, if any, portion of the funds will be remitted back to other 
cities. Any funds that cities and counties do receive from the board must be used only for reim-
bursing expenditures actually incurred in the implementation and operation of the Missouri 911 
systems and for the answering and dispatching of emergency calls. 

The charge will automatically go into effect on January 1, 2019 statewide, unless a city or county 
opts out. The statute directs the Missouri 911 Service Board to notify all cities in the state that 
they may opt out of this charge. Accordingly, many cities may have recently received such a   
notice. If a city desires to opt out of this charge, the city must adopt an ordinance or resolution 
by at least a two-thirds vote prohibiting the charge. Ordinances or resolutions opting out must be 
adopted at least forty-five days prior to the effective date—no later than Friday, November 16, 
2018. Cities and counties that opt out will not be eligible to obtain any funds from the Missouri 
911 Service Trust Fund remitted to the fund under this charge. This law currently provides that it 
will expire in January 2023.  

The information above was provided by Cunningham, Vogel & Rost, P.C., a League affiliate.  

                         View Your Ballot 

The St. Louis County Board of Elections has announced a new feature for 

voters before the upcoming November Midterm election. Voters can now 

view the sample ballot for their precinct by going to the Election Board  

website:  https://stlouisco.com/YourGovernment and clicking on “Elections” 

then “Sample Ballot”. After agreeing to the terms, voters enter their ad-

dress, and on the pop-up screen the voter can click on their sample ballot, 

view their polling place name, and find it on the map.  

     The ballot for this election is one of the longest in recent history and will take more time to vote at 

the polls. “The goal is to ensure voters feel confident casting their vote, by providing all voters with 

easy access to a sample ballot,” explained Democratic Director of Elections Eric Fey. Republican Direc-

tor of Elections Rick Stream also advised, “Do your research. As voters, we will be making decisions 

on many significant federal, state and local candidates and issues.”  

     All registered voters in St. Louis County will receive a white notice of election card in the mail, 

which also includes a sample ballot, approximately one week before Election Day. We suggest voters 

mark the sample ballot they receive in the mail or the sample ballot they print from our website with 

their intended selections, so they can use it as a guide while voting. For all other inquiries, contact 

Cassandra Klosterman, Public Relations Officer at 314-615-1872 or cklosterman@stlouisco.com .  

http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=190.460&bid=35817&hl=
https://stlouisco.com/YourGovernment
cklosterman@stlouisco.com%20%20


 4 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAVIGATE Building Solutions is a Consulting Firm that  
provides project management solutions to public agencies 

and private owners seeking to build new facilities. Their 

team of specialists have led the Planning, Navigation and 
Delivery of over 100 projects throughout the Midwest. They 

specialize in municipal, educational and commercial owner/

facility types. 
 

The team is led by Todd Sweeney, Craig Schluter, and   
Jennifer Kissinger. Together they bring a wealth of           

procurement, design management, and construction        

expertise for you to lean on. They represent owners seeking 
to limit their risks and maximize the value of their capital 

investment. Their clients want access to Trusted Advisors 
that: 
 

 Are experts in the field of Design and Construction. 

 Have a proven track record. 

 Have direct experience with the project type they intend 

to build. 

 Will objectively guide them through their multimillion 

dollar investment. 

 Will protect them from the schedule, quality and change 
order risks plaguing the industry. 

 Will save them money. 

 

New Affiliate Member 

October Training Academy 

Intergovernmental Cooperation 

Thursday, October 25, Noon - 1:15 pm 

Chris Krehmeyer, CEO of Beyond Housing will 

discuss Beyond Housing’s work with the 24:1 

initiative.  24:1 is a collaboration between the 

24 municipalities within the Normandy School 

District.   

Topics include the North County Police Collabo-

rative, municipal court consolidation, municipal 

consolidation as well other work Beyond Housing 

has done with local governments as it relates to 

Beyond Housing’s mission of creating thriving 

communities.   

Click here to register for the webinar.  Or for in 

person attendance at the Frontenac Cit Hall, 

email the League office at staff@stlmuni.org. 

Recycle Single-Stream  

Grants Available  

In response to the downturn in the recycle 
markets and the closure of Recourse    
Management recycling center, the St. Louis 
- Jefferson Solid Waste Management Dis-
trict is offering short-term partial financial 
support to offset the increased cost of 

maintaining recycling programs.   

Funds are also available for pilot programs 
for cities and their recycling providers to 
develop alternative strategies for residential 
recycling collection and processing, result-
ing in reduced contamination and improve 

marketability of the recovered materials.  

RFPs must be submitted by Fri-
day, October 26, 2018. For 
more information contact the 

District Office at 314-645-6753. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6521475437632719107
mailto:staff@stlmuni.org
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THANK YOU SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 



 6 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Membership Meeting Synopsis  

     Brent Batliner and Stephen Herring from Republic Ser-

vices discussed issues related to single stream recycling 

following the announcement that China would no longer 

import US recyclables. Mr. Batliner indicated that Republic 

serves 140,000 residential and 

18,000 commercial customers in St. 

Louis County. The crisis is  occurring 

because too much of the residential 

recycling is contaminated, rendering 

it unusable for recycling.  Paper is the biggest issue as it 

can get wet or have other materials spilled on to it in a 

single stream recycling bin. Plastic bags are also problem-

atic as they jam sorting machinery. While some compa-

nies will have to discontinue single stream recycling, Re-

public will still be able accept materials. He indicated his 

company can handle about 2/3 of the region's recycla-

bles. New investment will be needed in the US if current 

recycling levels are to continue. Old paper mills could 

come back on line to handle the paper products. He 

stressed that education of residents is needed to reduce 

the level of contamination so that single stream recycling 

can continue. If not, cities may need to establish drop off 

facilities. 

     Dr. Jeffrey Bonner, President of the St. Louis Zoo, pre-

sented information on a proposed sales tax increase for the 

Zoo that will be on the November ballot in St. Louis 

County. Dr. Bonner noted that the Zoo is an important 

tourist attraction for the region. It has been named the 

best free attraction and best zoo in the nation for two 

straight years. Zoo tourists spend about $41 million annu-

ally in the region, including $18 million at the Zoo itself. He 

also indicated that Zoo staff does a tremendous amount of 

research on world-wide conservations efforts. Dr. Bonner 

said that operating costs have increased 36% in ten 

years, while local property tax revenues have re-

mained relatively flat. The Zoo is a 100 year old cam-

pus with much of its infrastructure needing repairs or 

replacement. They also need more space to house ani-

mals. For this reason, the Zoo was able to purchase 

the Pipefitters campus in Spanish Lake and would like 

to develop it with features that could include a wildlife 

adventure and safari ex-

perience. Both of these 

would likely draw a sub-

stantial number of tour-

ists. To help fund Zoo 

improvements and the 

new property, a 1/8 cent sales tax will be on the No-

vember ballot. If approved, County residents would 

not be charged for the new features but outside visi-

tors would. Dr. Bonner said that he hopes the legisla-

ture will consider adding other adjacent counties to 

the taxing authority.  

     The membership overwhelmingly approved a reso-

lution that urges voters to educate themselves about 

Proposition D, the gas tax increase that will be on the 

November ballot.  Florissant Mayor Tom Schneider said 

that he had challenged different regions of the state to 

see which will have the highest level of voter sup-

port. He noted that Governor Parson supports the pro-

posal. 

     We would like to thank Mayor Russ Fortune and the 

officials and employees of the City of Twin Oaks, who 

hosted the League for the first time at their impressive 

new City Hall. 

. 
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 Legislative Affairs Committee 

The Legislative Affairs Committee met for the  
second time on October 4, 2018.  The committee 
discussed proposed legislation for the 2019 ses-
sion, Better Together’s - St. Louis City-County 

Governance Task Force, and other potential issues 
facing local governments.   

The Committee unanimously voted to forward six 

legislative priorities for consideration by the 
League Membership at the October 25 meeting:   

1.Oppose Statewide Vote on Local Issues 

2.Support Failure to Appear Court Reform  

3.Support Collection of Internet Sales Taxes 

4.Support High-Speed Internet Overlay District 

5.Support Statewide Prescription Drug       
Monitoring Program 

6.Oppose Municipal Expenditure Database    

Monthly Comparison of the One Cent Sales Tax 

2017 Versus 2018 

The countywide one cent sales tax is up for through the third quarter of 2018 by 5.02%.  Both July and Septem-

ber were down compared to the same months in 2017, but August reported a 12.05% increase from last year.  

  17-Feb  2018 Monthly Cumulative 

  Cumulative 2018 Cumulative  Percent Percent  

 2017 Total Collected Total Change Change 

January  $          16,741,133   $        16,741,133   $    16,379,704   $      16,379,704  -2.16% -2.16% 

February  $          12,752,974   $        29,494,106   $    15,381,475   $      31,761,178  20.61% 7.69% 

March  $          15,612,696   $        45,106,802   $    18,008,052   $      49,769,230  15.34% 10.34% 

April  $          13,489,168   $        58,595,970   $    13,950,323   $      63,719,553  3.42% 8.74% 

May  $          11,503,001   $        70,098,971   $    11,902,921   $      75,622,474  3.48% 7.88% 

June  $          14,269,948   $        84,368,919   $    14,611,768   $      90,234,242  2.40% 6.95% 

July  $          18,463,458   $      102,832,377   $    18,090,429   $   108,324,671  -2.02% 5.34% 

August  $          11,470,469   $      114,302,846   $    12,852,393   $   121,177,064  12.05% 6.01% 

September  $          17,721,261   $      132,024,106   $    17,469,043   $   138,646,107  -1.42% 5.02% 

       

   Total YTD   $  138,646,107     
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
National League of Cities           

Annual Conference  
https://www.nlc.org/event/city-

summit 
 

Bi-State Annual Meeting       
Friday, November 2, 2018  

Registration 
 

East-West Gateway Annual 
Meeting—Luncheon & Awards 

Ceremony                                
https://www.ewgateway.org/event/

ewg-annual-meeting-luncheon-awards

-ceremony/ 
 

Missouri Municipal League 
Legislative Conference       

February 12—13 
Jefferson City, Mo 
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