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Upcoming League 

Meetings 

 Thursday, March 24,  
Membership Meeting, 
7:30 PM, Black Jack 

 Wednesday, April 27, 
Newly Elected Officials 
Seminar, 4:30 pm, 
Maryland Heights 

 Thursday, April 28, 
Membership Meeting, 
7:30 pm, Overland 

 Thursday, May 26, Muni 
Awards & Installation 
Dinner, 6:30 pm Green-
briar Country Club 
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     The next membership 
meeting will be held at 
7:30 pm on Thursday, 
March 24 at the Black 
Jack City Hall, 12500 Old 
Jamestown Rd. Map  
(Directions:  from I-270 
go east to the New Halls 
Ferry Rd. exit.   Go 
straight across New Halls 
Ferry onto the service 
road for 1/4 mile to Old 
Halls Ferry.  Turn left 
onto Old Halls Ferry  and 
go over I-270.  Continue 
2 miles on Old Halls 
Ferry as it becomes 
Parker Road.  Continue 
east on Parker Road past 
Walgreens to the stop 

light at Old Jamestown.  
Turn left on Old James-
town.  City Hall is next 
to an apartment com-
plex on the right.)  
 
Program: MSD Execu-
tive Director Brian 
Hoelscher will discuss 
two important ballot 
issues that will be sub-
mitted to voters in April. 
     The first is Proposi-
tion Y which asks vot-
ers whether bonds 
should be approved to 
fund required work to 
address basement 
backups and sewer 
overflows into area 

March 24 Meeting at Black Jack City Hall 

streams.  With no 
bonds rates will in-
crease significantly to 
do the required work. 
     The second ques-
tion, Proposition S, re-
lates to stormwater and  
would establish equal-
ized rates across the 
City and County.  Cur-
rently, there are differ-
ing stormwater rates in 
the MSD service areas 
which leads to varying 
levels of stomwater 
management or, in 
some cases, no service 
at all.  This would allow 
s t o r m w a t e r  w o r k 
throughout the County. 

March 24 Training Program on Economic Development 

     The next Municipal 
Officials Training Acad-
emy program is set for  
Thursday, March 24 
from Noon to 1:15 p.m.  
The program is entitled 
“Funding Municipal Im-
provements & Economic 
Development.”  The 
speakers will be Kim 
Diamond and Dan Man-
ning of the Cunningham 
Vogel and Rost law firm. 
      Content includes: 
 Explanation of taxes 

and other revenue 
sources (Including 
NID, CID, TDD, and 
TIF) 

 Administration of 
special districts and 
development incen-
tives 

 Best practices of 
financing techniques 

 How to get the most 
out of economic de-
velopment incen-
tives and working 
with developers. 

     The session is de-
signed for finance offi-
cers/directors, economic 
development directors, 
c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a -
tors/Managers, elected 
officials; municipal attor-
neys and city clerks. 

     The cost is $10 per 
person unless the city 
has an annual sub-
scription. Please make 
checks payable to and 
mail to the St. Louis 
County Munic ipa l 
League.   
     Registrat ion by 
Wednesday, March 23 
is encouraged to en-
sure that all materials 
are emailed to partici-
pants prior to the Webi-
nar. Click HERE to reg-
ister for the webinar or 
contact the League for 
in-person registration. 

http://mapq.st/1UNjKnA
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4720265363695217667


     At the February meeting the 
membership approved a bylaws 
amendment to a name change for 
the organization.  We will now be 
known as the Municipal League 
of Metro St. Louis.    This better 
reflects the League’s role as a 
regional entity with a membership 
that includes St. Louis City and 
County. 
     Also at the meeting St. Ann 
City Administrator Matt Conley, 
who represents the League on 
the Emergency Communications 
Commission, provided an infor-
mative update on the improve-
ments to the County’s emergency 
management systems since the 
passage of the E-911 sales tax in 
November 2009.  Prop E-911 
was a 1/10 cent sales tax that 

received 65% approval from the vot-
ers 
     Mr. Conley explained that new 
equipment and facilities includes 
over 9000 new interoperable two 
way radios for not only for public 
safety personnel throughout the 
County, but public works, and parks 
departments and others who may 
need to respond in the event of an 
emergency. 
     Also funded was a series of tow-
ers within St. Louis County and sur-
rounding counties.  These have mi-
crowave transmitters that help facili-
tate the 33,000 radio events that 
occur daily for systems users. 
     The tax created funding for new 
outdoor warning sirens with voice 
capability.  This was needed to re-
place the outdated systems that had 

February Meeting Synopsis - Name Change Approved 
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Nominating Committee to Meet in April 

     The League's Nominating Committee will meet in 
early April after the municipal elections to make rec-
ommendations to the full membership on a slate of 
candidates for officers and board members for the 
2016-2017 year.  There will be at least one two va-
cancies on the Board to be filled.   
     The Board meets about nine times per year and is 
open to any elected official from a member municipal-
ity.  If you would like to be considered by the Commit-
tee, please send a letter to the League office by April 
1 indicating your interest.    

frequent reliability problems. 
     The largest item con-
structed was the William 
Karabas Emergency Opera-
tions Center in West County.  
This facility cost $12.3 million 
and was opened in 2015. 
   The final piece of the puzzle 
will be the completion of a 
new 911 system that will re-
ceive and pinpoint cell phone 
calls.  It is anticipated that this 
will be completed by the end 
of 2016. 
     We appreciate the hospi-
tality from Mayor Adam Paul 
and the employees of the City 
of Ellisville who hosted the 
meeting. 
      
 

     The staff will compile all letters received for 
the Committee to review.  They will consider at-
tendance at League meetings and service on 
committees among other criteria. 
     The Committee will be chaired by Mayor 
Scott Douglass of Clarkson Valley, Immediate 
Past President.  The recommended slate of can-
didates will be presented at the April meeting. 
     So, if you are interested in serving on the 
Board please let us know! 

League to Initiate New Website 

     As a part of the League’s name change, a new 
website has now been launched.  The previous URL ad-

dress – www.stlmuni.org - will be retained where viewers 

can browse the new changes, including:  

 A job posting board for up-to-date listings of employ-

ment opportunities  

 A calendar of community events open to the public 

 Latest issues of League newsletters, 

 Member resources such as publications, re-

search databases, legislation and advocacy 

updates, and networking opportunities 

 Links to the Missouri Constitution and statues 

and model ordinances  

 New social media pages. Like us on Facebook 

and follow us on Twitter @munileagueSTL 

     We hope you will take a look at new site..   

http://www.stlmuni.org
https://www.facebook.com/St-Louis-County-Municipal-League-1654509224822419/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/MuniLeagueSTL
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Legislative Convenes - Numerous Local Government Bills Introduced 

     While the Missouri Legislature is 
continuing with hearings, floor de-
bate has also begun in earnest in-
volving some bills of municipal inter-
est.  Municipal officials can receive 
the newsletter and regular updates 
by email.  Send us your email ad-
dress if you are interested. 
     (S) support; (O) Oppose (NP) No 
position 
Sales Tax - Two bills have been 
filed at the League’s request to im-
plement recommended changes to 
the sales tax system.  SB 1123 
(Schupp) and HB 2676 (Adams) - 
would authorize a 1/4 cent county-
wide sales tax for police service for 
St. Louis County government. If vot-
ers approve the tax, the County 
would then  become a point-of-sale 
entity and  give up the annexation 
adjustment for the one cent and 1/4 
cent taxes.  The County would re-
ceive about $25 million in new reve-
nue.  All municipalities would see a 
sales tax increase of about $18 per 
capita.  The sharing of the 1/4 cent 
would end so cities levying this tax 
would retain 100% of the revenue 
generated. SB 1123 has been as-
signed to the Local Government 
Committee. (S)   
HB 1561 (Leara) - In St. Louis 
County, establishes a base year 
2014 one cent sales tax and if future 
years are higher, pool cities would 
keep 50% of the amount generated 
over the base year generated 
amount.  A 1/2 cent public safety 
sales tax for unincorporated St. 
Louis County was added to this bill.  
It has been voted out of committee 
but is not yet on the Perfection Cal-
endar.  SB 788 (Schatz) is a similar 
bill that was heard in the Local Gov-
ernment Committee on February 24. 
HB 2299 (Burns)  - Authorizes the 
1/2 cent sales tax in St. Louis 
County for public safety noted 
above.  Heard in the Local Govern-

ment Committee on 2/16.  The 
Senate version, SB  834 (Sifton), 
was heard in the Local Govern-
ment Committee February 24. 
(NP) 
Court Fines - SB 572 (Schmitt) - 
Has several provisions relating 
to court fines: 
 The bill treats nuisance viola-

tions the same as traffic vio-
lations in SB 5; this greatly 
impedes a community’s abil-
ity to hold nuisance violators 
responsible;  

 Lowers from $300 to $200 
the maximum allowable fine 
for traffic and municipal ordi-
nance violations for abate-
ment of debris on property 
and, weeds and trash viola-
tions;  

 Expands to include nuisance 
violations in the percentage 
cap on revenues as defined 
in SB 5; 

 If the city collects to much 
court revennue, the bill low-
ers the percentage vote on 
disincorporation from sixty 
percent to a simple majority. 

     SB 572 has passed the Sen-
ate and was schedule for a hear-
ing in the House Civil & Criminal 
Proceedings Committee on 
March 16.  Contact Representa-
tives to urge opposition. (O) 
Gas Tax - SB 623 (Libla) - 
Raises gas tax by 1.5 cents and 
diesel tax by 3.5 cents.  Trans-
portation Committee.  Heard 
1/13.  Passed Committee 1/20.  
It is on the Senate Informal Per-
fection Calendar. (S) 
TIF - HCS HB 1434 & 600 
(Koening) - If TIF commission in 
St.  Louis area rejects a pro-
posal but the city approves it, 
TIF funds cannot exceed the re-
development project costs for 
demolition of buildings and the 

clearing and grading of 
land.  It has been voted out 
of committee but is not yet 
on the Perfection Calendar.  
The Senate version,  SB 
805 (Onder), is on the Per-
fection Calendar. (O) 
Disincorporation - HB 1686 
(Burns) - Allows municipal 
disincorporation in St. Louis 
County with petition of 25% 
of voters and majority elec-
tion.  It has been voted out 
of committee but is not yet 
on the Perfection Calendar. 
Elections - HB 2111 
(Eggleston) - Increases 
population limit from 1000 to 
2000 for cities eliminate 
elections when the number 
of candidates equals the 
number of seats to be filled.  
Passed the House February 
29. (S) 
Vehicle Tax - HB 2140 
(Hoskins) - Extends to 2020 
the deadline to submit out-
of-state auto taxes to vot-
ers.  It has passed the 
House and is on the Senate 
3rd Reading Calendar. 
Police Issues - SCS/SBs 
661, 726 & 741 (Dixon) - 
Changes law regarding use 
of deadly force by police 
officers.  It is on the Perfec-
tion Calendar. 
Limits on Municipal Class 
Action Suits - Several bills 
have been introduced to 
limits cities’ ability to join 
class action suits over the 
collection of taxes.  The bills 
are:  HB 2242 & HB 2243 
(Cornejo) and SB 1003 & 
SB 1004 (Onder) and all 
four have come out of their 
respective committees. 

http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=29784306
http://www.house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2676&year=2016&code=R
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB1561&year=2016&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22401628
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2299&year=2016&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=23059623
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22246557
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22246467
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB1434&year=2016&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22490822
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22490822
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB1686&year=2016&code=R
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2111&year=2016&code=R
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2140&year=2016&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22246618
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=22246618
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2242&year=2016&code=R
http://house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB2243&year=2016&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=26334495
http://www.senate.mo.gov/16info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=26334496
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     39 municipalities and St. Louis County have placed on the April ballot the question of retaining the out
-of-state vehicle licensing fee.  It also applies to person-to-person sales.  The auto dealers association 
has provided 3500 signs urging voters to support this proposal.  These are available for St. Louis and St. 
Charles County cities that have Proposition B on the ballot.  In addition, the MML has several useful 
items on its website for use by cities who have the tax on the ballot.  It is a password protected site, so if 
you do not have one you will need to register at www.mocities.com 

Vehicle Licensing Fee Election Update 

The March 24 League meeting will be at the 

Black Jack City Hall. 

 

See our website at 

www.stlmuni.org 

League Seeks Nominations for Muni Awards 

     Is your municipality an award winner?  You will 
never know unless you nominate your community, 
collaborating cities, or a group in your municipality 
for a 2016 Muni Award presented by the Municipal 
League of Metro St. Louis. 
     Since their inception, the Muni Awards have 
provided an opportunity for League members from 
across the County to come together to recognize 
their fellow municipalities and take home the Muni 
Award for their hometown.    
     You can be a winner this year by nominating 
your city or a group within your city for achieve-
ment in one of the following categories:  Arts & 
Culture; Citizen Engagement; Collaboration; 

Parks, Recreation & Wellness; Public Safety and 
Sustainability & Preservation. 
     To nominate, send a letter to the League office 
identifying the city, organization or person and why 
that group or individual should be recognized for 
accomplishment in one of the designated catego-
ries.   
     Nominations must be received at the Municipal 
League office by April 15.  Winning a Muni Award 
tells your residents what you are doing right for your 
community.  Then, join us on May 26, 2016 at 
Greenbriar Hills Country Club in Kirkwood when the 
Muni Award winners will be announced and new 
Municipal League officers will be installed. 

http://www.mocities.com

